Application/Control Number: 09/851,038 
Art Unit: *** 

CLMPTO 
May 25, 2005 
AS 

Claims 1-14 (canceled) 

14. A method for ming a cable distribution network to bypass a local exchange came* 
network, comprising the steps of: 

intcrcefrtrrig. a telctwrrmunicittons transmiitiao from a customer location; 
dciermirJng whether the tclecmunyatcaJtons transmission is of a type which in 

to be bandied by a cable tcfe vi«on distribution network; 
bypassing a local exchange carrier iwtwoit hy tnnsferring ihc 

telecommunications transjniwion to (he cable television distribution network 

only if\hc transmission is determined to be of the type which is to he 

handled by Oie cafcle television distribution nqr*-ork; 
receiving the lelecommunicalions transmission at a headend switch; and, 
using the headend switch to swUch the telecommunicalions transmission to a 

destination, 

The mcihod in accordance with claim 14, wherein the «ep of intercepting * 
telecommunications! trarjsmiissicn comprises intercepting an outbound telephone 
call. 

1 6. The method in accordance with claim 1 4, wherein the determining step comprises 
determining whether the telecommunications ;r*nsmissioii h a long distance call or 
a local call, 

17. The method in accordance with claim 14. wherein the step of intercepting a 
lejeeornmunicatiofls transmission comprises intercepting a data transmissJcKK 

18- The method in accozdance with claim 14, wherein the jtcp of transferring the 
telecommunications transmission to the cabie teJmwon distribution network 
comprises eneajsoiarjng an adtbrss associated whh the customer into the 
transmi»ion. 
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1 9. The method in accordance with claim E 6, wherein the step of encapsulating an 
address associated with the customer into the trammi*sion comprises converting 
the iiansniissjon into a virtual message (omul transmission protocol transmission. 

20. The method in accordance with claim 1 9, wherein the step of converting the 
transmission into a virtual message formal transmission protocol transmission 
comprises placing a wrapper around another tfinsmitsio™ formal. 



2 1 - The method in accordance with claim 14, wherein the step of uitng the headend 
switch to switch the outbound call to a destination comprises switching a long- 
distance call to a long -distance carrier, 

22. The method in accordance with claim 14, wherein the destination is an 
imemchangc carrier ntrworfc 

23- The method tn accordance w£ih claim 1 *^urther comprising the steps of; 
delecting a failure on the cable distribution network; and, 
routing the- tclwonimunlcaugns transmissions to the Iccii exchange carrier 
in response io the detection of a failure on the cable distribution network. 

24. The method in accordance with claim 14^ further comprising the steps of; 

storing records of tiiei -idtfrctss encapsulated informal ion in a database at a cable 
television head end, 




o 
o 



25. A system far bypassing a local exchange carrier network and directing 

telecommunications transmissions to a cable dinribittion network, comprising; 
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a byp*» device installed at a customer location foi intercepting a 

telecommunications -ju^smiasion from a ciiuorner location, determining 
wbetfeer the tctecomaatiideations irai«mission is of a type which is to be 
k«r>dled by a cubic television distribution network, sukJ transferrins the 
telooanununjeatiocu transmission to a cable television distribution network 
only if she transmission is dettrrnirved to be of the type which is to be 
handled by the cable television distribution network; and, 

a headend switch fur leceiving the tetecornnvj nkaJtor** transmission and 
switching the liansmssHDn to a destination. 

26- The *ystcsn in accordance wathdasm 25, wheiem the telecommunications 
tranaaniwion is an outbound telephone call 

27. The system in accordance with claim 25, wherein the bypass device comprises 
means for determining wbtfhcr (he teJownrimuiiKanoK transmission ii a long 
distance call or a local call. 

28. The system, in accordance wtlfc claim 23, v,'hcrtb the tei^orem unic^ion? 
transmission is & data r^rssmuaimt, 

3$, Tbv %ys\cm in accordance with claim 25, wherein (he bypass device comprises 
raeaiis for eneapsulaiiny an ndifreys associated with the CiS!om«r mia the 
Is! communications transmission. 

30, The system in a£#ord*nce with zMm 25; wherein the bypass de\ke comprises 
meaos forconiinunicati^gwilhaiicadend^wjteh, 

3t , A bypass device for bypassing a local exchange carrier network, comprising: 
means, connected to the bent e*cnanj$e carrier network and tn altcraato 

distritwtion network,, for receiving a telccotr-jntinieatiaiis transit! issicn from 
a customer localk>e; and, 
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means for receiving a Mgnal indicctivc of whether the telwomm'Jniotiiuns 
cransmiiaion ihwn the custonssr location is of a type which is !o be handled 
by (he local exchange carrier network or tht alternate distribution network, 
and for switching the Lelecpnjjnunicstions transmission to the local exchange 
earner network or to the alternate distribution Ttetwwk m accordance with 
the signal, 

32. The bypasi device in accordance with claim it , wherein (he aJiematc disiribtiiton 
network a cable television distribution bmuwIc. 



/ 53. The bypass device in ac^r<ia«fi*wiUicl^ 

(y transmission b a long distance telephone call and the signal is a signal generated 
by the dialing of a " 1 " on a telephone al the customer location. 



3*. A method for vising art alternate distribution network to bypas* a local exchange 
carrier neiwcirtr, comprising the step* of: 

receiving QlclecoouriiintiaUPw trammissksi from a custodier location; 
using a dau transmission protocol to transmit data rcpsresenrunj Ihc 

communications tranemoion from a cuMcmtr location to a twitch not cm 
the local e*eh*nge carrier network, the data transmission protocol further 
comprising: 

a message layer ectiuiniRg thedstt representing the ccmnmiiications 
transmission; and, 

& routing layer c*»tla3nms delivery address destination dut» and data 
indieaiirig the IbrTTHtf of the data rcyrejeating the cominurJcatians 



